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Office of the Secretary, Interior § 4.1187 

§ 4.1186 Waiver of the 30-day decision 
requirement. 

(a) Any person qualified to receive a 
30-day decision may waive that right— 

(1) By filing an application pursuant 
to § 4.1160–71; 

(2) By failing to comply with all the 
requirements of § 4.1184(a); or 

(3) In accordance with § 4.1187(j). 
(b) Any person qualified to receive a 

30-day decision shall waive that right— 
(1) By obtaining temporary relief 

pursuant to section 525(c) or section 
526(c) of the act; 

(2) By failing to perfect an applica-
tion pursuant to § 4.1184(b); or 

(3) In accordance with § 4.1187(i). 

§ 4.1187 Procedure if 30-day decision 
requirement is not waived. 

If the applicant does not waive the 
30-day decision requirement of section 
525(b) of the act, the following special 
rules shall apply— 

(a) The applicant shall serve all 
known parties with a copy of the appli-
cation simultaneously with the filing 
of the application with OHA. If service 
is accomplished by mail, the applicant 
shall inform all known parties by tele-
phone at the time of mailing that an 
application is being filed and shall in-
form the administrative law judge by 
telephone that such notice has been 
given. However, no ex parte commu-
nication as to the merits of the pro-
ceeding may be conducted with the ad-
ministrative law judge. 

(b) Any party desiring to file a re-
sponse to the application for review 
shall file a written response within 5 
working days of service of the applica-
tion. 

(c) If the applicant has requested a 
hearing, the administrative law judge 
shall act immediately upon receipt of 
the application to notify the parties of 
the time and place of the hearing at 
least 5 working days prior to the hear-
ing date. 

(d) The administrative law judge may 
require the parties to submit proposed 
findings of fact and conclusions of law 
at the hearing which may be orally 
supplemented on the record at the 
hearing or, where proposed findings of 
fact and conclusions of law have not 
been submitted at the hearing, they 

may be orally presented for the record 
at the hearing. 

(e) The administrative law judge 
shall make an initial decision. He shall 
either rule from the bench on the appli-
cation, orally stating the reasons for 
his decision or he shall issue a written 
decision. If the administrative law 
judge makes an oral ruling, his ap-
proval of the record of the hearing 
shall constitute his written decision. 
The decision of the administrative law 
judge must be issued within 15 days of 
the filing of the perfected application 
under § 4.1184. 

(f) If any party desires to appeal to 
the Board, such party shall— 

(1) If the administrative law judge 
makes an oral ruling, make an oral 
statement, within a time period as di-
rected by the administrative law judge, 
that the decision is being appealed and 
request that the administrative law 
judge certify the record to the Board; 
or 

(2) If the administrative law judge 
issues a written decision after the close 
of the hearing, file a notice of appeal 
with the administrative law judge and 
with the Board within 2 working days 
of receipt of the administrative law 
judge’s decision. 

(g) If the decision of the administra-
tive law judge is appealed, the Board 
shall act immediately to issue an expe-
dited briefing schedule, and the Board 
shall act expeditiously to review the 
record and issue its decision. The deci-
sion of the Board must be issued within 
30 days of the date the perfected appli-
cation is filed with OHA pursuant to 
§ 4.1184. 

(h) If all parties waive the oppor-
tunity for a hearing and the adminis-
trative law judge determines that a 
hearing is not necessary, but the appli-
cant does not waive the 30-day decision 
requirement, the administrative law 
judge shall issue an initial decision on 
the application within 15 days of re-
ceipt of the application. The decision 
shall contain findings of fact and an 
order disposing of the application. The 
decision shall be served upon all the 
parties and the parties shall have 2 
working days from receipt of such deci-
sion within which to appeal to the 
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